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Research College (Kolleg-Forschergruppe, KFG)
“The Transformative Power of Europe”
 
The Kolleg-Forschergruppe (KFG) "The Transformative 
Power of Europe", directed by Prof. Dr. Tanja A. Börzel 
and Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse, examines the role of the 
EU as promoter and recipient of ideas, analyzing the 
mechanisms and effects of international and external 
diffusion processes in two research areas: (1) the EU and 
Regional Institutions in Latin America, Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia, and (2) Europe and the EU as Recipients of 
Diffusion. The Kolleg-Forschergruppe (KFG) is a funding 
program launched by the German Research Foundation 
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft – DFG) in 2008. As 
a Research College, it is intended to provide a scienti-
fically stimulating environment for innovative research 
within a small group of senior and junior researchers.A 
centerpiece of the KFG is the invitation of national and 
international guest scholars working on the diffusion 
of ideas as well as the promotion of junior researchers 
through (post) doc fellowships.

www.transformeurope.eu

Panel V: Health 
Chair: Mariely Lopez Santana, George Mason 
University
Discussant: Florian Hoffmann, Willy Brandt 
School, University of Erfurt

Regional Social Policy in the Post-Lisbon 
EU in the Wake of Economic Crisis: 
Insights for UNASUR 
Luk Van Langenhove & Stephen Kingah, United 
Nations University Institute on Comparative 
Regional Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS)

Health and Regional Integration: 
Governance Challenges in MERCOSUR 
Andrea Bianculli, Institut Barcelona d’Estudis 
Internacionals (IBEI) & Andrea Ribeiro Hoffmann, 
Freie Universität Berlin

Health Policy in UNASUR: Tackling Germs, 
Brokering norms and Contesting Power
Pia Riggirozzi, Southampton University

Regional Economic Norms, Inter-regional 
FTAs, and the Protection of the Right to 
Health: The Cases of Colombia and Spain
Liliana Lizarazo Rodriguez & Phillipe De 
Lombaerde, United Nations University Institute 
on Comparative Regional Integration Studies 
(UNU-CRIS)

Coffee Break

Concluding Section: Main Conclusions 
and Agenda Ahead

Lunch (Snacks) and departure

Saturday – November 23, 2013

09.00–10.30

10.30–11.00 
 
11.00–12.30 
 

13.00–14.30 
 



Registration  

Opening Remarks 
Tanja Börzel

Panel I: Crises, Regional Integration 
and Social Policy: Possibilities and 
Limitations
Chair: Andrea Ribeiro Hoffmann,  
Freie Universität Berlin
Discussant: Sergio Costa, Institute for Latin 
American Studies and Institute of Sociology,  
Freie Universität Berlin

Regional Integration and the Fight  
against Poverty
Tullo Vigevani & Juliano Akira, Universidade 
Estadual de Sao Paulo (UNESP)

Dr Jekyll or Mr Hyde: Would the 
EU’s Foreign-Investment Protection 
Agreements Thwart its Support for Latin 
America's Social-Policy Progress?  
Stephen Clarkson, University of Toronto &  
Steffen Hindelang, Freie Universität Berlin

Coffee Break
 
Panel II: Crises, Regional Integration 
and Social Policy
Chair: Andrea Bianculli, Institut Barcelona 
d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI)
Discussant: Andrea Ribeiro Hoffmann, Freie 
Universität Berlin

Enlargement of Regional Organizations 
and Norm Emergence in Social Policy: A 

Theoretical Contribution 
Sophia Schemel & Kerstin Radtke,  
University of Konstanz

Sub-regional Financial Cooperation  
to Social Policy Deploying: The Case  
of CAF in Bolivia 
Marcelo De Almeida Medeiros & Elia Cia, 
Federal University of Pernambuco (UFPE)

Lunch (at “Luise” in Dahlem)

Panel III: Employment
Chair: Selene Camargo, Dep. Sociological 
Theory, Facultat d'Economia i Empresa, 
Universidad de Barcelona
Discussant: Kai Schulze, Mannheim Centre  
for European Social Research (MZES)

EU Equal-treatment Policies: The 
Advantage of Acting from a Long-term 
Perspective for Administrations in 
Multilevel Systems 
Miriam Hartlapp, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin 
für Sozialforschung (WZB)

An Intergovernmental Solution to the 
Unemployment Problem: Reconfiguring
the Architecture of Active Welfare States 
Mariely Lopez Santana, George Mason 
University

EU Activism in International 
Organizations: The Diffusion of 
Flexicurity at the ILO’ 
Eleni Xiarchogiannopoulou & Dimitris 
Tsahouras, Universite Libre de Bruxeles 

Friday – November 22, 2013
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09.00–09.30

09.30–09.45 
 
 
09.45–11.00 
 
 

11.00–11.30 
 
11.30-13.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.00–14.30

14.30–16.00

 

 

the transformative power of europe

Coffee Break

Panel IV: Education
Chair: Pia Riggirozzi, Southampton University
Discussant: Juan Díez Medrano, Dept. of 
Economic History and Institutions, Universidad 
Carlos III de Madrid, and Research Program 
Coordinator at Institut Barcelona d’ Estudis 
Internacionals

Diffusion of Higher Education by 
Regional Organizations 
Mercedes Botto, FLACSO-Buenos Aires

Towards an Integrated Research Policy? 
The Effects of the European Research 
Area 
Carina Breschke, Freie Universität Berlin

“MERCOSUR Brand”: Regionalism and 
Higher Education 
Daniela Perrotta, Institute for Research in 
Educational Sciences, Universidad de Buenos 
Aires

Dinner (at “Piaggio” in Dahlem)
 

16.00–16.30

16.30–18.00

 
 

 
 
 

19.30


